
School Contact Tracing and Quarantining

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) and the Connecticut Department of Health

(DPH) would like to remind schools that the definition of “close contact” as used for quarantine rules

has not changed. Addendum 9, Contact Tracing Scenarios in Schools, and Addendum 5, Interim

Guidance for Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios in Connecticut School Districts are binding guidance

documents, pursuant to Executive Order 9, Section 1, as extended by Executive Order 10A.  These

documents reflect the advice of both the DPH and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC), a “close contact” is defined as:

Spending a total of at least 15 minutes (within 24 hours) within 6 feet of a person with a confirmed

diagnosis of COVID-19 during their infectious period or having direct contact with an infected

person’s droplets (e.g., cough, sneeze).

While we recognize the impact that quarantining has on our students and of the compelling reasons for

students to be in-person school as much as possible, the CSDE and DPH cannot support a model of

quarantine that is against the current binding rules and CDC recommendations.  The suite of mitigation

efforts and quarantine rules remain our strongest strategies to combat COVID-19, and despite

promising data around the safety of schools, we strongly recommend school leaders continue to

implement the statewide rules as we work together to finish this school year strong.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.ct.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FSDE%2FCOVID-19%2FAddendum9-Contact-Tracing-Scenarios-in-Schools.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CACLARK2%40fairfieldschools.org%7Cd32acd3ad11a412b328e08d90323220c%7C2fec9e6ce2d64a948520a265d973d398%7C0%7C0%7C637544271849472766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PsvR155yJRxF6qxTkKKDgW9YrvAAIbp1ruV0a4HSw4A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.ct.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FSDE%2FCOVID-19%2FAddendum-5-Interim-Guidance-for-Responding-to-COVID-19-Scenarios-in-CT-School-Districts.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CACLARK2%40fairfieldschools.org%7Cd32acd3ad11a412b328e08d90323220c%7C2fec9e6ce2d64a948520a265d973d398%7C0%7C0%7C637544271849472766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1Zl4HpEZ5%2FzeKelUUVTucau2dpkh0S%2FNTTiB8kwI8A4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.ct.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FSDE%2FCOVID-19%2FAddendum-5-Interim-Guidance-for-Responding-to-COVID-19-Scenarios-in-CT-School-Districts.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CACLARK2%40fairfieldschools.org%7Cd32acd3ad11a412b328e08d90323220c%7C2fec9e6ce2d64a948520a265d973d398%7C0%7C0%7C637544271849472766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1Zl4HpEZ5%2FzeKelUUVTucau2dpkh0S%2FNTTiB8kwI8A4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.ct.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FOffice-of-the-Governor%2FExecutive-Orders%2FLamont-Executive-Orders%2FExecutive-Order-No-9.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CACLARK2%40fairfieldschools.org%7Cd32acd3ad11a412b328e08d90323220c%7C2fec9e6ce2d64a948520a265d973d398%7C0%7C0%7C637544271849482756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=C4Qn6A6GuJfDGp9ho8lBr9XER8%2BXqroiZFdmy1dOmbw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.ct.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FOffice-of-the-Governor%2FExecutive-Orders%2FLamont-Executive-Orders%2FExecutive-Order-No-10A.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CACLARK2%40fairfieldschools.org%7Cd32acd3ad11a412b328e08d90323220c%7C2fec9e6ce2d64a948520a265d973d398%7C0%7C0%7C637544271849492750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NYHobU0lXpLcqtr7ucyYcwpiJmxB7g8t5BjJQ%2BGQoU4%3D&reserved=0

